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Unit Operations In An NBC Environment

PRACTICAL EXERCISE #1 (SOLUTION)
Instructions: 



  See how close your answers come to ours.

     1.  As you reach the area where the platoon is dug in, artillery fire begins to fall.  Some of the explosions seem muffled and the automatic chemical agent alarms begin buzzing almost as one.  Hand-and-arm signals, land lines, and radio communications are used to pass the alarm.  A signal flare is

fired and the platoon recognizes it as a signal for gas.

QUESTION:  What level of MOPP do you ensure all personnel immediately assume?

ANSWER:  MOPP4 (Soldiers should first mask, then don protective 

gloves.  Overgarments should be closed, and then overboots should

be put on).


2.  Two soldiers were slow with gloves and their hands are contaminated with rain-like droplets.

QUESTION:  What immediate action should the soldiers take?

ANSWER:  They should immediately conduct skin decon and then don gloves.  Each should be alert for signs/symptoms of chemical agents.

3. One of the soldier's breathing becomes labored and his vision is blurred.  He immediately uses an antidote injector.

QUESTION:  What should the soldiers in your platoon do at this time?

ANSWER:  That soldier should seek a buddy because symptoms may develop very quickly and a buddy will have to administer second and third injections.  The others should continue immediate decon.  Exposed soldiers who are not driving should wipe their hoods, gloves and personal equipment with material from their individual decon kits.  At the first opportunity, operators should spray exposed controls with onboard decon apparatuses.


4.  The artillery continues, but the enemy's advance seems to be slowed.  Company headquarters radios that the unit is taking casualties, but you are unable to see the enemy or strike back.  You receive word that the unit is to move forward to an alternate position.

QUESTION:  What defensive maneuver can be used to screen the move?

ANSWER:  Smoke.


5.  Shortly after reaching your new position, you learn that the first platoon sighted enemy reconnaissance elements 4,000 meters out.  As guns begin to roar, the NBC NCO forwards by radio a NBC l (Chemical) report to the battalion.  The unit medic begins treating and evaluating personnel showing chemical agent symptoms or shrapnel wounds. The chemical detection teams report that the attack employed a persistent nerve agent.  Thus, the troops will be wearing MOPP at Level 4 for an extended period.

QUESTION:  What should you expect of your soldiers performance?

ANSWER:  The rate of fire and movement will gradually slow.  Extended operations in MOPP4 will make performance degradation unavoidable.  You must plan ahead for rotation time out of the higher MOPP level.

    6.  You realize that casualties from the nerve agent would be overwhelming at a lower MOPP level.  You also know what to expect of the soldiers performance at MOPP4.  However, you reason that your position will probably not receive the full brunt of an attack.

QUESTION:  What considerations could lead to that reasoning?

ANSWER:  The enemy attacked with a PERSISTENT nerve agent.  They undoubtedly considered the area off-limits for actual contact (their personnel and equipment).  Also, without intelligence information, the enemy will not expect your unit to be able to function effectively under MOPP4 conditions.  In fact, after decimating two previous brigades, they may not expect any sort of resistance and retaliation.  REMEMBER, THESE ARE JUST CONSIDERATIONS ON YOUR PART!

7. Your unit continues to fight the battle in depth.  Positions, mines, and barriers set throughout the sector channel the enemy, reduce their mobility, and fix them in areas where your company can concentrate fire. After two hours of hard fighting, the battle slows.

The enemy did not expect such an aggressive and effective response after the chemical attack.  Also, U.S. Artillery has retaliated with overwhelming conventional power.

Priority effort continues on the company's assigned mission.  The platoon has been ordered to find out whether or not routes within the sector are clean and to report the extent of contamination.  Upon completion of this mission, and after reporting the results to headquarters, there is a lull in the action.

QUESTION:  What are your priorities as platoon sergeant?

ANSWER:  Soldiers exposed to contamination must exchange MOPP gear. Some soldiers could be given temporary relief from higher MOPP level. An operational decon may be conducted.


8.  The commander orders relocation in platoon increments.  At the relocation site a thorough decon is performed.  Soldiers are rotated to clear areas upwind of unit equipment where they can remove their masks and eat.  All of your platoon has had temporary relief from MOPP4.  An NBC 3 (Chemical) report has arrived.  Second brigade has been hit by a nonpersistent agent attack.  The report states that your unit will be in the downwind vapor hazard area.

QUESTION:  What are your next actions?

ANSWER:  Check for proper functioning of all chemical agent alarms.


    Check soldiers' overgarments.


    Check detector kit and nerve agent antidote kits.


    Prepare all personnel to once again go to MOPP4.

So, how did you do? 

1. FANTASTIC!

2. So-so

3. Miserable. I must review this lesson again. (
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