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MILITARY ELEMENTS

Squad:  10 pers; SSG

Platoon:  40 pers; LT

Company/Battery/Troop:  120-200 pers; CPT

Battalion/Squadron:  360-600 pers; LTC

Brigade:  1100-3000 pers; COL

Division: 11000-17000 pers; MG

Corps:  45000-6000  pers; LTG

Army: 145000-250000 pers; GEN

ROLE OF THE DIVISION

The division is the largest army fixed organization that trains and fights as a tactical team. It is organized with varying numbers and types of units. It is a self-sustaining force capable of independent operations even for long periods of time when properly reinforced. Each type of division conducts tactical operation in a low-,mid-, or high-intensity combat environment. Divisions are the basic units of maneuver at the tactical level. Army Operations are won or lost by the division integrated fight. Now that we have considered the division’s role, let’s look at the functions it serves.

HOW THE DIVISION FUNCTIONS

Divisions plan future operations based on the echelons above corps (EAC) corp commanders’ intent and allocate resources based on battalions and brigades. Divisions defend against three or more assaulting enemy divisions.

The defending division commander directs, coordinates, and supports operations of his brigades against assaulting regiments. The division interdicts follow-on regiments to disrupt and delay those forces as they attempt to join the battle.

When attacking, the division commander directs, coordinates and supports his brigades’ operations against enemy battalions and regiments. The division interdicts deeper enemy echelons, reserves, and combat support forces-—hose that can affect brigade operations.

CLASSIFICATIONS AND TYPES OF U.S. DIVISIONS

HEAVY DIVISION

The heavy divisions of the US Army, armored and mechanized, provide mobile, armor-protected firepower. Because of their mobility and survivability, the heavy divisions are employed over wide areas where they are afforded long-rang and flat-trajectory fire. They destroy enemy armored forces and seize and control land areas, including populations and resources.

During offensive operations the heavy division can rapidly concentrate overwhelming combat power to break through or envelope enemy defenses. They then strike to destroy fire support, command and control, and service support elements. Using mobility for rapid concentration to attack, reinforce, or to block, the division operates best in basically open terrain where they can use their mobility and long-range, direct fire weapons to the best advantage.

LIGHT DIVISION

INFANTRY The infantry division is a combined arms force of maneuver, CS, and CSS units. It does not have the mechanized assets to close with the enemy’s heavy forces in terrain suitable for mechanized operations; rather it is more effectively employed in terrain favoring dismounted operations such as large urban areas, mountains, and jungles.

LIGHT INFANTRY The most rapidly and strategically deployable of the various types of U.S. Divisions is organized to fight as part of a larger force, in conventional conflicts or independently in a low-intensity conflict.

Although employed as an entity, the division method of operation is to disperse widely throughout a large area and conduct synchronized, but small unit operations and fires, rather than through the physical concentration of forces on the battlefield. Massing of light division forces only occurs when the risk is low and the payoff is high. 

AIRBORNE  Organized to be rapidly deployed anywhere in the world, airborne forces conduct airborne assaults in the enemy’s rear to secure terrain or to interdict routes of resupply or enemy withdrawal. It can conduct air assault operations, as well as, other missions normally assigned to infantry divisions. The airborne division achieves surprise by its timely arrival on, or near the battlefield. All equipment is air transportable and all personnel are trained for airborne operations.

AIR ASSAULT  Air assault conducts combat operations with infantry, aviation and the necessary combat and combat service support to strike over extended distances and terrain obstacles to attack the enemy. Aviation is the prime mover for this division and aircraft are integrated with ground forces. Air assault operations generally involve insertions and extractions under hostile conditions, as opposed to mere air movement of troops to and from secure locations about the battlefield.

THE TWO PARTS OF THE DIVISION
Combat battalions provide the division with the ability to accomplish its mission in an anticipated operational environment.

The division base provides the division with the ability to sustain its forces that are organic to it.

THE FOUR PARTS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION BASE
Command and control (C2) system of the division enables the division commander to prioritize and allocate assets so as to employ and sustain combat power. It has the responsibility for command and control of the units assigned to the division base.

Combat System involves security and reconnaissance. It is performed by the attack helicopter battalions and divisional cavalry squadron.

Combat Support allows for operational assistance provided by the Military Police, Military Intelligence, Signal, Engineer, Chemical, Air Defense Artillery, Combat Aviation and Band.

Combat Service Support includes administration, maintenance, medical and logistics functions provided by the Division Support Command (DISCOM).

DISCOM

The DISCOM provides tactical sustenance of the division. DISCOMs are responsible for all classes of supply I to X, direct support maintenance, transportation, material management and rear operations in their area.

The DISCOM is organized into the DISCOM Headquarters, the Main Support Battalion (MSB), and the Aircraft Maintenance Company. These units primarily occupy the Division Support Area (DSA). Normally the DSA is located between the division rear boundary and the brigade rear boundary, and is adjacent to air landing facilities and main supply routes. The Forward Support Battalions (FSBs) are located in the Brigade Support Areas (BSAs).

SUMMARY

The division is the primary organization in the U.S. Army that is organized, equipped and trained to conduct operations as a team. Each division is capable of conducting independent operations, or operations as part of a larger force.
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